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FREE BOATING! On Saturday, May 11 from 11 am to 5 pm you can rent boats for free at the Lake
Merritt Boating Center. This event includes safety information and is sponsored by the California
Department of Boating & Waterways. Then, on July 26th from 1 – 3 pm, enjoy “Splash into Summer” as you
stop by the Boating Center Open House at 568 Bellevue Avenue.

A variety of boats await you at the Boating Center, but note that the channel is generally off limits.

WALKING THE BAY TRAIL: A PHOTO JOURNAL @ Oakland City Hall - 14th & Broadway,
Hearing Room 3, ground floor; 5:30 pm to 7 pm. A free photo exhibit by San Francisco Bay Trail Trekker
Kurt Schwabe, who will describe his historic 30-day walk around 300-plus miles of the San Francisco Bay
Trail. More than two dozen vibrant images will be on display on the third floor of City Hall now through
May 15. Sponsored by SF Bay Trail, the Metropolitan Transportation Coalition and the Association of Bay
Area Governments. For more information, call 510-238-6766. Editors note; the Bay Trail will eventually be
connected to Lake Merritt.

CLIMATE CORNER – “The Climate Casino” vs. “Years of Living Dangerously.” Yale Economist
William Nordhaus has written “The Climate Casino” which is an excellent book on climate change and
economics.
Harrison Ford, Don Cheadle, Tom Friedman, Matt Damon and other stars have teamed up with Avatar
director James Cameron, executive producer Arnold Schwarzenegger and others to make Years of Living
Dangerously, a nine part television series on climate change, now available on Showtime. What do these
two, very different approaches tell us about what is becoming the most important issue of this century?
The Climate Casino is written for a general audience and is a good summary of what we are facing, what it is
likely to cost, and what to do about it. You don’t have to be an economist to understand the description of
how carbon emissions are an externality (a cost not considered by market forces). These external costs (air
pollution, disease, climate change etc.) are suffered by all of us, but not paid for by those who create the
emissions. One quote is quite pertinent: “The history of economic interventions in the energy sector and
elsewhere shows that the best approach is to use the market mechanisms. And the single most important
market mechanism that is missing today is a high price on CO2 emissions, or what is called “carbon
prices”).” The long and short of it is that we need a price (like a carbon fee with a dividend) on carbon.
Speaking about Years of Living Dangerously, Mr. Schwarzenegger, our former governor, said "I think the
environmental movement only can be successful if we are simple and clear and make it a human story. We
will tell human stories in this project.” And they do. Travel with Harrison Ford to Indonesia as he vows to
confront the politicians who blatantly ignore laws that should be preventing the destruction of vast forest
areas. Go with Don Cheadle as he visits people who have lost their jobs because of the drought in Texas,
and talks to a climate scientist who is married to an evangelical minister. Marvel at the bravery of Thomas
L. Friedman as he interviews NASA scientists and Syrian fighters with guns who confirm that the root cause
of the civil war is a long term drought that devastated their farms. Even if you do not have access to
Showtime, you should definitely view the first episode on YouTube (http://yearsoflivingdangerously.com/.
There is quite a contrast between these two ways of dealing with climate change, both of which are needed if
civilization is to avoid the long term re-making of our planet. Political policies are based largely on
economics, so cost / benefit ratios and percent of income calculations become part of how they are
determined. But to those who lose their entire income due to drought, climate induced war and famine, it
becomes a different story. Here’s hoping that the policy makers that dwell on who gets the cost and who
gets the benefits, will also view and consider the dangerous years that we are now living.

A scene from “Years of Living Dangerously” on Showtime.

BIRD COLUMN: Creeping Cormorant Colony at Lake Merritt
They don't want to wait for the new trees on the islands to get big enough to nest in -- not when there are fine
nest-worthy trees across the path.... In April, for the first time ever, the Golden Gate Audubon 4thWednesday bird walk observed half a dozen big black Double-crested Cormorants in a tree at the end of the
tot lot, with one nest established and another bird displaying over what seemed to be a chosen site. All
balanced over one of the benches, already well covered in what is gently termed whitewash.
The rest of the rookery is in full swing on the islands; they've got to be brooding chicks up there, but it's
almost impossible to spot them from the ground. (The first eggs laid probably hatched around the beginning
of April, and the chicks should be beginning to creep out onto the branches, though they won't fledge -begin to fly -- for another couple of weeks.) The pale juveniles visible around the colony now were probably
born last year; they don't breed until two years of age.
Besides the cormorants, it was a banner day for ruddy ruddy ruddy Ruddy Ducks -- males in their full bluebilled red party clothes -- and for Horned and Eared Grebes with their beautiful beaten-gold headgear (hornshaped stripes and sparkling fans respectively). The last few Greater and Lesser Scaup were also showing off
their best and brightest, with wings so bright and white it was easy to mistake any of the drakes for the
Tufted Duck -- who was alas not in evidence.
The brown and white Northern Rough-winged Swallows were breeding again in the lake walls, and for a
rarish change we also saw Violet-green Swallows dipping and swirling among them. A few much-striped
Song Sparrows (also fairly rare at the lake) enlivened the day, as did the big flock of masked Cedar
Waxwings we surprised quenching their thirst in a rain puddle.
With many of the winter visitors on their way north, we were down to 38 species -- but it was still another
lovely day at Lake Merritt, where every day is lovely but may well take more study than this one to
recognize that loveliness....

AH, SPRING – WHEN A YOUNG CORMORANT’S
THOUGHTS TURN TO…

Cormorants nesting in dead tree limbs
on the Nature Center islands.
Photo by Lee Aurich

NEW HOPE FOR AN OLD DOCK: Work
appears to have started on what was the small
boat dock at Grand & Harrison (by the mouth
of Glen Echo Creek). The rotten decking has
been removed and a barrier has been erected.
Having long been a danger zone, it will be
quite nice to see it restored. Gondolas have
used this site to pick up newlyweds from the
nearby church, so hopefully (unlike the 18th
Street boat dock) work will include boat
stanchions and bumpers so that boats can
temporarily tie up there.
TWO NEW “U-CLEAN-IT” STATIONS INSTALLED: The boxes that hold our nets, trash bags and
barrels at 18th Street and behind the Cameron Stanford House) had been pummeled by rain and rot for too
long. Paint and patches kept them together, but now they have been replaced with brand new boxes, covered
with primer, paint and urethane to withstand the elements. New hinges, drain holes and lock hasps have
been included and the work was done by he who originally designed them in 1999, David Coy, with
assistance from James Robinson and two stalwart volunteers. They join our other two stations at the
Embarcadero columns and the mouth of Glen Echo creek as a front line in efforts to remove trash from the
Lake. If you have not used one lately, you should.
WHY DO WE HAVE LITTER? A 2011 study by Clean Water Action and Clean Water Fund found that
67% of the litter in and around San Francisco Bay is food and beverage packaging. 81% percent of this litter
originated from businesses that sell take-out food. This most definitely confirms what our volunteers find in
the Lake. It remains to be seen if this problem can be solved to the extent of reaching the regulatory
requirement of zero trash in storm water runoff by 2021. 	
  
RECENT SCENES FROM THE LAKE

Yes, a sturgeon was photographed in the Lake. See our
July, 2009 newsletter for a report on the last (and only
other) time a sturgeon has been seen in the Lake.

From April – September, eared grebes display
this breeding plumage. Otherwise, they are a
dusky gray and white. Photo by Lee Aurich.
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