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EMBARCADERO BARRIER RE-ATTACHED / NEW ONE DUE THIS YEAR:

Finally, a high enough tide occurred (during working hours) when the flood gates were not
closed (and the Lake level was high enough to float the broken 200 foot long section of
broken barrier). It took five people and two boats, but the barrier is now spliced together,
awaiting its demise when a replacement will arrive (hopefully before the next storm).
TORPEDO PORT STOLEN; RECOVERED: May, 2011, Lakeside Park. In the predawn darkness, thieves drove a truck across the lawn, busted up the concrete and ran off
with one of the Lakes historic monuments. It was a torpedo port from the U.S.S. Maine, a

warship that had been sunk in Havana harbor on February 15th, 1898, an incident that
helped spark the Spanish/American war. Although the monuments two metal plaques had
been long gone, young folks delighted in climbing through port hole and it was a popular
destination at lunch time for students from St. Paul’s School. When slow thinking thieves
tried to sell the metal, quick thinking scrap yard clerks notified authorities and the grand,
old section of history was returned to the City. We await its return and hope that plaques
appropriate to its history will be included for all to enjoy. Hey thieves; don’t try it again.

CLIMATE CORNER - The Insidious Threat: Carbon dioxide is invisible, odorless, and
colorless. We cannot see it, feel it, or know that it is there. Yet this common chemical is the
thermostat that controls temperatures on not only Earth, but also Venus, Mars and probably other
planets. Created from the elements carbon and oxygen, it exists in minute quantities in the air we
breathe, the air we use for combustion to create energy, and the air used by plants to create our
food.
Carbon is the fourth most common element in our galaxy. Although only tiny amounts are in the
atmosphere, truly enormous quantities exist on our planet, mostly locked up in fossil fuels such as
oil and coal that took millions of years to create. By burning these fuels, we are releasing billions
of tons of carbon dioxide every year, at a rate 20,000 times faster than has ever happened in the
history our planet. As it enters the atmosphere, we are turning up the thermostat, but since carbon
remains in the air for about a century, and since there are no cost effective, politically viable ways
to remove it, we have no way to turn down the thermostat.
In 1870, atmospheric levels of carbon on Earth were 280 parts per million, a level that had been
conducive to the expansion of humanity. But as steam engines, coal fired power plants and
automobiles multiplied, this level began to rise; slowly at first, then in about 1970, much faster.

In 2000, levels were at 380 and are now at 390, which prominent scientists state is causing major
changes in our climate. The last time carbon levels were this high, sea levels were about 80 feet
higher than now. Although 390 seems like a tiny amount, it exists throughout the atmosphere of
Earth and thus the total amount of carbon in the air is enormous. To those who say that such a
small thing cannot be important, one must ask: Have you ever experienced the Ebola virus?

CITY THANKS VOLUNTEERS: It was a gala affair with delicious goodies to eat,
colorful decorations, good musical vibes and friends to greet. Volunteers are essential to
the health of our communities and the Office of Public Works knows that, so they teamed
up with “Keep Oakland Beautiful” and showed their appreciation with speeches, honors,
gifts and door prizes . You could tell that Mayor Quan was sincere when she gave her
presentation, as was KOB chairman Tim Little. If you weren’t there because you didn’t
volunteer, what are you waiting for? We hope to see you at the next Volunteer
Appreciation meeting next year.

BIRD COLUMN: Summer Perfection
No one on the June 4th-Wednesday bird walk would have cared if we didn't see any birds
at all - the weather was so lovely (bright and clear and blessedly NOT HOT) that we could
have strolled happily for hours.... So the 25 species that put in an appearance, while lower
in numbers than we've seen so far this year, were pure gravy.
The Double-crested Cormorants are well into their second round of nesting on the island
trees. Their eggs take about a month to hatch and the youngsters can fly at about six weeks
of age, so the earliest families fledged young about the middle of May and those babies
are on their own now - but still visible lounging around the islands. (Young cormorants are
easy to spot because they're much lighter in color than their black parents, ranging from
light cream through shades of bronze.) When the current parents move out of the nests,
there'll probably be time for a third shift to move in.
Several Great Egrets, Snowy Egrets, and Great Blue Herons were wandering around the
islands - scoping out nesting territory for next year, I hope (as I've been hoping every year

since 2006, when the rookeries shut down), along with a number of Black-crowned NightHerons. The latter are still breeding on the islands; at any rate, we heard one give an awful
croak and saw it leap three feet into the water, apparently goosed by one of the two
youngsters visible in the bushes it just left. Adult Black-crowned Night-Herons are
handsome gray and black birds about two feet long; the youngsters are the same size by
the time they come far enough out of the bushes to be seen, but are brindled brown all
over.
The Black Phoebe's nest in the corporation yard had a family in place this month - after
being apparently empty when checked in April and May, so it was a pleasant surprise to
see three pointy heads and three fuzzy backsides poking out at intervals. We also saw what
seemed to be a juvenile Nuttall's Woodpecker posing along a tree trunk - recognizable for
having more red on the head than an adult and a white-spotted forehead, along with the
usual full black-and-white ladder back.
And the goose population seems to be down. There were a lot of Canada Geese on the
lawn near the playground - but they were not beak to tail and shoulder to shoulder as in
earlier years. Whole lawn areas had no geese at all! I wonder where the rest of this year's
molt-migrants have gone... but the ones at the lake will mostly be gone by the end of July,
after their flight feathers grow back in.
Another lovely day at Lake Merritt, where every day is a good day - but some are even
nicer than others.
RECENT SCENES FROM THE LAKE

Construction lumber removed from the Lake

Why are fountains sometimes off? Algae clogs
the intake screens.
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