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FOUNTAIN IN NEED: Two of our aeration fountain 
motors failed in July, and both were a year beyond their 
warranty.  We kept the Glen Echo unit going with a spare 
motor, but will have to purchase a new motor to re-activate 
the Bandstand fountain.   
 
To do that, funds will be needed and these salt water, three 
horsepower, single phase, 220 volt motors with the aerator 
attached cost about $2,100 (shipping included).  The general 
membership fund typically accumulates enough money for 
that, but it takes a while since most memberships come due 
late in the year.   
 
So….. buddy if you can spare a dime, or hopefully a lot 
more….. HELP!  Donations to re-activate the Glen Echo 
aeration fountain can be sent to the Institute at the address 
shown above, or via our PayPal account (at the website).  
Donations are tax deductible.   
 
 

The Bandstand Fountain needs a new motor. 
 

 
THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF LAKE MERRITT 
Mark your calendars on September 15th (and note the new date) for an event sponsored by Wild Oakland!  
Join Dianne Fristrom as she leads us through past, present, and future times on the “Social History of Lake 
Merritt” walk.  Meet @ 1:00 pm on the front steps of the Oakland Museum, 1000 Oak Street.   
 
The free tour will start at the rooftop garden of the Oakland museum, where we’ll get a good overview of the 
Lake and an introduction to Lake history. From there we’ll walk along Oak St./Lakeside Dr. to Grand Ave. 
This stretch includes both the oldest and the newest buildings on the Lake plus a few other surprises. Over 
the last 150 years the Lake has oscillated between jewel and sewer. We’ll try to recreate a few snapshots in 
time to see how the attitudes and technologies of the day influenced the wildlife of the lake. We’ll end with a 
glimpse into the future with the completion of projects under measure DD. Please RSVP to 
info@WildOakland.org  
 
(Editor’s note): Be sure to observe where the boundary where the old, rocky bulkhead wall was replaced by 
the new, smooth concrete wall along Harrison Street.  The new wall continues around to include most of the 
Glen Echo arm, and was installed when the Kaiser high rise building was constructed to prevent the weight 
of the structure from collapsing the old wall.   
 



BIRD COLUMN: Fish a-Jumping at Lake Merritt 
 
The most astonishing sight for the August 4th-Wednesday bird walk didn’t have feathers at all. Instead, it 
seemed to be raining on oval patches of the lake, where little silver fish were pushing their whole 4" or 5" 
length out of the water, over and over again. And getting away with it. Aside from a  small group of bronzy 
young Double-crested Cormorants that were accompanied by a Brown Pelican and doing some casual 
snacking, and one Caspian Tern trailing its cocktail-frank beak over the water, the birds were uniformly 
ignoring the finny leapers. I didn’t think gulls could have too much of a good thing, but we saw them 
swimming near the schools and paying no attention to them. 
 
The cormorants were all off their nests in the trees, and a young Belted Kingfisher — also NOT ignoring the 
fish, come to think of it — was back in residence, and a couple of Green Herons were picking their way 
along the rip-rap island borders. Hank-the-rescue-pelican was on his own in the bird paddock, but we later 
saw a wild White Pelican winging in that direction. 
 
The Canada Geese are flying again (having spent the last month or two growing their new suits), so the 
goose population should be on its way down to winter levels. On the lake, the Mallards were in full eclipse 
plumage, not a shiny green head to be seen, and enjoying having the water more or less to themselves. Only 
the Pied-billed Grebes that winter here were back in any numbers, though we did see an American Coot or 
two. 
 
On the way back to the cars, we passed a couple of independent birders who’d found one of this season’s 
young Cooper’s Hawks — recognizable as a youngster by the vertical brown striping on the breast - in an 
oak tree near the garden. A good finish to a good — though light; only 28 bird species — day at Lake 
Merritt, which when you come down to it doesn’t have anything but good days.... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hey, birds aren’t the only critters around here! Photo by Lee Aurich.   
 
CLIMATE CORNER 
What is Happening: According to an article by NASA’s James Hansen, excerpts of which were published in 
the Washington Post, recent episodes of extremely hot weather ARE caused by climate change.  Hansen’s 



data show that there is “virtually no other explanation other than climate change” for such events as the 2003 
European heat wave, the 2010 Russian heat wave, the 2011 Texas drought and (after all the data are in 
regarding the thousands of temperature records being broken this summer) probably the 2012 American mid-
west heat wave too.  Regarding how prevalent these events have become, the article continues: 
 

“Such events used to be exceedingly rare. Extremely hot temperatures covered about 0.1 percent to 
0.2 percent of the globe in the base period of our study, from 1951 to 1980. In the last three decades, 
while the average temperature has slowly risen, the extremes have soared and now cover about 
10 percent of the globe.”  
 

Please note that “10 percent of the globe” is not a typographical error.   
 
To view the whole article, go to Climate change is here — and worse than we thought which was 
published on the opinion page of the Washington Post on August 3rd.   
 
What Some People Are Doing About It 
As noted on the website for www.350.org/sos/ 
 

“In Washington DC, thousands of people marched to stop the dangerous gas drilling technique 
known as fracking. In West Virginia, 50 people marched on to the largest mountaintop removal coal 
mine in the U.S. and shut it down. And in Texas, 70 people trained and prepared for a blockade of 
construction of the Keystone XL pipeline. Then, on Sunday, 500 people held a "human oil spill" in 
Vermont to protest a new tar sands pipeline proposed to run through New England.”  
 

Given that we still need oil, what is the best way to get it? 
Bob Reiss has written a splendid book describing the background of events regarding if and how exploratory 
oil drilling will occur in the Beaufort and Chukchi seas this summer.  While you may or may not agree with 
government approvals given for Shell to drill, this book will enlighten you as to the complexity of the issue, 
and how two men have worked on the “battle at the top of the world for America’s future.”  The Eskimo and 
the Oil Man, published by Business Plus in 2012, is an excellent account of the realities of life in the Arctic, 
and how they may influence how much gas you will put in your car in the future.   
 
Read this book, then compare energy from the arctic vs. energy from coal or the Keystone pipeline.   
 
YOU HAVE BEEN SUMMONED!  
See that plastic bag on the ground; and the paper cup next to it?  They are calling out to you.  Pick me up!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pick me up! 



If you do, you’ll become an instant neighborhood hero.  People will smile in wonder at you, walk up and 
thank you.  Then maybe some of them will pick up trash too.  And then our community will be cleaner.  And 
more people will want to be here.  And then property values will rise.  And then you will have a warm glow 
inside and …. . Well, you get the idea, so DO IT! 
 
LAKE WO-BE-HERE 

 
 
 
 

The aeration fountain needs your help.  Please donate now. 
 
 
 
 

 
CREEK TO BAY DAY 2012: It’s that time of year again.  Join us on September 15th from 9 am to noon to 
help remove trash from Lake Merritt.  As always, meet in the courtyard of the Boating Center, 568 Bellevue 
Avenue, in Lakeside Park.  All volunteers will receive a free reusable tote bag, a complimentary Chinook 
Book, and a green coupon guide for local Bay Area businesses, courtesy of the City of Oakland and 
sponsors.  
 
ASH TRAYS AT LAKE MERRITT? If approved by various city agencies, the Institute would like to 
install outdoor, metal ash trays at selected locations around the Lake.  Made of stainless steel, these attractive 
devices are only 9x5x12 inches in size and hold about 500 cigarettes.  If placed at park benches, they would 
provide an alternative to tossing the butts on the ground.  If you have ever cleaned up around a bench along 
the shoreline, you know how much labor this would save.  We hope to enlist local businesses to support the 
costs of purchase and installation.   
 
RECENT SCENES FROM THE LAKE  

 
 Too hot?  Come on down to the Lake and cool off.  Bring a sun umbrella or come at sunset.   

Photos copyright by John Kirkmire:  http://www.nowandlens.com/LakeMerritt-1 
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