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RETURN OF THE STEELHEAD? From the archives of Tidings: October, 1995 – Salmon sighted in the
Lake; March, 1996 – 150 steelhead trout were released into the Lake as part of the Urban Fishing Program;
October, 1996 – more than 100 anglers tried their luck at the first Lake Merritt “Fishing in the City” event.
More than 1,600 twelve inch long steelhead trout were stocked by the state Department of Fish and Game.
(Photo on left): July, 2002. Carl Bailey admires the steelhead
he caught at the mouth of Glen Echo creek in Lake Merritt.

August 10, 2014; Volunteer extraordinaire John Mayer
and grandchildren are peering down into waters below
the Merritt Boulevard bridge over the channel and what
do they see? “There were several, two+ foot long fish”
said John. “They sure looked like salmon.”
It could be so. Steelhead are rainbow trout that have
gone to sea and returned, and unlike other salmon, they
do not die after spawning. Instead, survivors are known
to return several times to fresh water, growing larger
each time. The fish John saw may have been stocked
here in 1996.
So the next time you are crossing the channel that
connects Lake Merritt to the sea and beyond, give a
gander down there. You might see a steelhead.
(Editor’s note: The City canceled the Fishing in the City
program and fish are now longer stocked).
DEAD CORMORANTS SPOTTED: At least seven dead cormorants have been seen drifting into the Lake
via the channel during incoming tides. Five such birds have also been picked up by volunteers and staff
cleaning the Lake. The cause, and location, of the mortality is unknown, since they may have died outside of
Lake Merritt. However, numerous other cormorants are doing well in the Lake, as are other fish eating birds
such as pelicans and diving ducks.
BOATING CENTER TO CLOSE ON Sept. 1: During construction of the new bulkhead wall and related
items, the Boating Center will be closed and fenced off from September 1 to sometime in March (or later).
This will be phase I of a three phase project. Funded by measure DD, work will include installation of two
new boat hoists, which are used daily to get boats into and out of the Lake. During phase II, an entrance
plaza with benches will be built by the current stairs to the second floor. In phase III the parking lot will be
renovated and will include a swale to filter runoff before it gets to the Lake. The Institute will be

intermittently closed during construction. The lack of facilities here precludes educational presentations that
have been given here in the past. Calls to the Institute’s city phone number will be answered intermittently.

Staff and some programs from the Lake
Merritt Boating Center will temporarily relocate to the Jack London Boating Center
during construction.

BIRD COLUMN: It's Never Really Quiet
August was as always one of the slowest months for the 4th-Wednesday Golden Gate Audubon walk, but it
was enlivened by two separate broods of human grandchildren, plus appearances by a juvenile Snowy Egret
(green legs instead of black), Great Blue Heron (streaky breast and no chest-beard), Scrub Jay (more gray
and less blue), and Western Bluebird (tatty and mostly gray, with a brownish breast instead of blue and red,
respectively). TWO Belted Kingfishers (rarely seen here in pairs) chased each other overhead, sounding their
metallic rattling calls as they flew. And countless American White Pelicans dotted the lake and islands literally countless, as they kept flying about in groups of half a dozen or so and there was no way to tell how
often any given bunch came into view.
Several of the Double-crested Cormorants were still on station in and near their nests in the trees on the
islands, but their population was down far enough for some hopeful gulls to have begun prowling about and
looking for tidbits. The eucalyptus trees and thornless blackberries will never be the same! On the lake, the
Pied-billed Grebes were back in force, but no other grebes had made an appearance. The mallards were
swimming about in eclipse plumage (the briefly worn outfit where the males look like females except for
their yellow bills), except for one drake who had most of his natty gray suit back, along with a faint green
stubble like a buzz cut on his head.
In the park across Bellevue, the crows were mobbing an elusive and irritated Red-shouldered Hawk, and
most of the other tree-loving birds were determinedly out of sight, though we did spot a couple of robins and
some chickadees - and a flock of Bushtits (gray flying mice) swarmed past us in the garden.
Only 31 species overall, but good looks at good birds; no one felt the morning wasted. After all, we were at
Lake Merritt, where every morning (afternoon, evening...) is worth seeing.
CLIMATE CORNER – The Peoples Climate March: Where will you be on September 21? Why not hop
on a climate bus with others from the Bay Area to join the great People's Climate March in New York City,
and walk through the canyons of Manhattan in the world's largest demonstration yet about climate change.
To sign up, go to: http://act.350.org/signup/obama_peoples_climate_march

Help Needed: If you would like to help set up the wonderful hands-on climate exhibits used by the Climate
Change Education folks at street fairs, etc. in the Bay Area, click on the “let us know” link at the bottom of
www.climatechangeeducation.org This is a great way to meet people and share your thoughts on the world’s
most pressing problem.

Sunday, July 20, 2014, marked a historic day in Algalita’s history. In partnership with Cabrillo Marine
Aquarium, we were able to offer the public a unique experience in communicating directly with researchers
at work in the field on the open ocean via Satellite phone. “Living in The Great Pacific Garbage Patch” was a
3.5 hour event with three sessions of questions and answers between the field, the Panel and the audience.
Supported by videos and photos, a panoply of irrefutable evidence has revealed the issue of plastic waste in
our beloved Pacific Ocean is on the rise……..not decreasing nor disappearing.

Dr. Marcus, Eriksen, Panel Moderator, opened the Program with a two minute video of Captain Moore on
his newly discovered “Hi-Zek Island”, an 80’ long conglomeration of buoys, tangled ghost nets hosting
bleached carcasses of once viable marine life; and an array of organisms and plastic pieces of all sizes, down
to particulates. This is a remnant of the 2011 Tsunami disaster, but nonetheless, a new floating habitat
weighing possibly several tons, with reefs, coastlines, etc., carrying the organisms to destinations where they
don’t belong. (This article has been stolen from the Algalita Marine Research Institute).

WEEKEND PICKNICKERS
Please keep your trash out of
L a k e M e r r it t
a n d in s id e
th e trash
can s.

T h an k you (volu n teers w h o clean th e L ak e).

ATTENTION CREEK TO BAY DAY ATTENDEES: Because the Boating Center will be fenced off for
construction, Lake Merritt participants will be signed in on the pathway in front of the Center. Note also that
the parking lot may be closed. Since cigarette butts are one of the worst pollutants in our lagoon, and
because ash trays are not allowed in Lakeside Park, a focus this year will be finding locations for outdoor ash
trays in nearby business corridors within the Lake Merritt watershed.
FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT PAT KERNIGHAN’S NEWSLETTER: “Overflowing containers
along Lakeshore and next to the lake have made it particularly difficult for responsible waste disposal. To
handle the trash, ten new containers have been installed recently along Lakeshore Avenue. In addition,
Public Works staff have increased the number of times per weekend day that containers are emptied.
Visitors' efforts to put trash in containers rather than leaving it piled next to them makes a big difference.
Between the recyclers and birds, even trash neatly bagged and left next to full containers after the last PWA
servicing doesn't stay neat long. By the next morning's first pick-up, it's frequently scattered. Pizza boxes are
particularly problematic since they don't fit into a trash container unless they are folded. Leaving them
outside a trash container, particularly with food inside, makes them vectors for vermin. We visitors can do
our part by finding a container that can accommodate our trash, not leaving trash outside containers, or
disposing of our trash at home.”
RECENT SCENES FROM THE LAKE

Not all pollution is trash. On June 20th an EBMUD water
line broke, sending large amounts of silt (and possibly
chloramine, a water disinfectant which is toxic to wildlife)
into the Lake via storm drain outfall #4.
The storm drain filter upstream from this outlet may need to be cleaned sooner because of the large silt load from this
spill.
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