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GIVE VIA UNITED WAY: Do you work for a corporation that is having its United Way campaign this
month? Consider earmarking part of your donation for the Lake Merritt Institute. Many campaigns allow
you to add agencies of your choice to the list of agencies that can receive donations, so if you want to help
Lake Merritt, please add us.
THANK YOU – to those who contributed to the fountain fund. Because of your generosity, we were able to
re-start the Bandstand Unit and order a spare motor, which is a good thing since the Glen Echo aerator had
an electrical problem and has to be shipped back to the factory. Glen Echo is running again but light bulbs
on the Bandstand fountain need to be replaced. They will be checked out by our electrician this month.
BIRD COLUMN

Lee Aurich photographed this hummer at the Gardens of Lake Merritt

Hot and Cold Running Coots at Lake Merritt: The species count was up a bit for the September 4thWednesday Golden Gate Audubon walk - to 33 - but the real winter water bird migration hadn't begun. The
most notable observation was the American Coot population; the lake was so full of the white-beaked black
birds that it seemed like one of them had to be a duck. But no - except for the Mallards, of course, also out in
numbers and mostly with their bright green head plumage back in place and shining.

Other birds were out in lots, too - half a dozen Great Blue Herons, including one standing in a cormorant's
nest for all the world as though trying it on for size, plus four or five White Pelicans and bunches of Great
and Snowy Egrets, and one handsome Belted Kingfisher surveying the lake now the trees are mostly clear.
Over in Lakeside Park, we walked round the back of Children's Fairyland - where the land migrants tend to
show up most often - and there found the Magic Tree. Birding the park is a feast-or-famine pastime; you can
walk and walk and see very little, but if you can find the tree the mixed flock is visiting, it's heaven. Besides
the usual Bushtits (flying mice) and Chestnut-backed Chickadees and Oak Titmice, and all sorts of little
flappers none of us could see well enough to call, we got a good look at an Orange-crowned Warbler (the
drabbest of the dull, mustard below and dim greenish above) and a beautiful view of a Townsend's Warbler
complete with bright gold face and black burglar's mask.
And American Crows - lots and lots of crows (not in the Magic Tree) - chasing each other and doubtless
other birds, too, though we didn't see any of those except for a Red-tailed Hawk circling high and higher to
get away.
All in all, a thoroughly good day at Lake Merritt, the oldest bird sanctuary in the country, where every day is
a good day....
CREEK TO BAY DAY A SUCCESS: Seventy five volunteers (plus or minus a few) collected about 55
bags of trash around Lake Merritt and along the inlet/outlet channel on September 15th as part of International Coastal Clean Up Day. Unusual items found included a type of boot, several fish vertebrae bones,
part of a shark skeleton and the ever elusive kitchen sink! Unfortunately, we were unable to remove the sink
since the tide came in and submerged it. But we know where it is and I doubt it is going any where so we
can get it later. Kudos to all who gave of their time and to the City of Oakland for their sponsorship.

Volunteers for the channel flood control station

The Lake Merritt crew included these students from Japan

In California, with 70% of the cleanup sites reporting, the statewide count stands at :
57,442 volunteers.
Those volunteers picked up 534,115 pounds of trash
and an additional 105,816 pounds of recyclable materials,
for a total of 639,930 pounds or 320 tons.

Many thanks to the volunteers who participated in Coastal Cleanup Day 2012! Please help improve this
event by taking the short Coastal Cleanup Day survey and be entered into a drawing for a $100 VISA gift
card and a "coast-lover prize package." In addition, the first 100 survey takers will each receive 2 tickets to
the Aquarium of the Bay in San Francisco.
CLIMATE CORNER: Humpty Dumpty Sat On a Wall. Although it preceded the industrial revolution
when published in 1810, this simple nursery rhyme portrays a stark truth regarding global warming.
“All the king’s horses and all the king’s men
Couldn’t put Humpty together again.”
For despite our ability to walk on the moon, surf the internet and create new genes, civilization is currently
unable to remove carbon dioxide, the most prevalent greenhouse gas, from the atmosphere in large enough
quantities to stop climate change.
Few people realize that carbon dioxide remains in the atmosphere for almost a century. This fact is
astounding. It means that actions several generations ago are still changing our climate today. Likewise,
what we do today will change the climate for our grandchildren, and their grandchildren.
Carbon dioxide is the earth’s thermostat. Adding it to the atmosphere is like turning up the thermostat, but
being unable to turn it down. This simple fact; that we are doing something that we cannot undo, should
make us pause, and change what we are doing. For if we do not:
“All the world’s scientists and all the world’s leaders
Won’t be able to put the climate back together again.”
Meanwhile, Back in the Atmosphere: High summertime temperatures are normal, so why the fuss? Using a
standard bell curve to compare temperatures from 1981 to present with those from 1951 to 1980, NASA
scientists discovered that 75 percent of Earth’s land had been beset with heat waves (compared to 33 percent
from 1951 to 1980). They labeled some unique cases with a new term: “extremely hot.” To see the
difference, go to: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cx2WG291_7E

NASA scientists like James Hansen, link this extreme weather to climate change. Moreover, NCDC (the
National Climatic Data Center) describes the summer of 2012 as the third hottest summer on record, and the
cause of drought in 63 percent of the contiguous U.S. The organization associates these conditions with the
record-setting wildfires that burned up a chunk of the West.

NEW CALENDARS: For 2013, Institute members will be receiving a desk calendar, not a pocket calendar
as we have distributed in past years. Printed in color, each month will depict a scene, bird, critter or person
from Lake Merritt, and anecdotes as well. About 4 by 8 inches, they are designed to stand up on your desk,
or anywhere else you need to know the date and want to see a grand photo (most taken by John Kirkmire) of
Lake Merritt. Included will probably be photos of: The monster, a dragon boat, the gondola, Ladies of the
Lake, fountains, a pelican, the Bandstand and more.
RECENT SCENES FROM THE LAKE

No, this is not Lake Merritt, but our runoff looks the same as in
this photo from Florida. So keep the watershed CLEAN!

The kitchen sink. Now we have found everything.
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